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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
 

Board Vote to Recognize Sisters  
Academic Achievement  

 
WHAT: This evening, Board Member Mark Brentley, Sr. will bring forth a 

resolution to honor sisters Sophia Phillips Nelson, Ph.D. and Fanetta 
Jannie Mae Nelson Gordon.  In 1934 Sophia Phillips Nelson became the 
first African-American valedictorian in the history of Westinghouse High 
School.  After 77 years, her sister, Fannetta Nelson Gordon will officially 
be recognized by the District as the school’s second African-American 
valedictorian.  The Board’s vote tonight will recognize the academic 
achievements of both sisters and the academic honor of Mrs. Nelson 
Gordon.    

     
WHEN: Wednesday, April 27, 2011   
 
WHERE: Administration Building, Board Room, 2nd Floor 
 341 South Bellefield Avenue, 15213    

 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE  

 
#### 

 

We are an equal rights and opportunity school district.    

For information regarding accommodations, civil rights or grievance  
procedures, contact the Office of Employee Relations, Pittsburgh Public Schools, 341 
S. Bellefield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3516; Phone (412) 622-3691 
(Voice/TTY/TDD); Fax (412) 622-7968. 
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The Pittsburgh Public School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age 
or disability in its activities, programs or employment practices as required by Title II of 
ADA,  Title VI,  Title IX, and Section 504.   It is the policy of the Pittsburgh School 
District to make all programs, services, activities and facilities available and to provide 
reasonable accommodations to persons with disabilities. 


